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THE NINTH INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL 
CONGRESS. 

I. 

The Committee on Organization of the Ninth International 
Geographical Congress, which will meet at Geneva from July 27 to 
August 6 of this year, has printed in a pamphlet of 56 pp. details 
of the organization of the Congress, lists of the executive and 
honorary officials and committees, titles of papers accepted to 
February 15, and other information. The preparations are far 
advanced and the prospects are bright for a very successful meeting. 

English, French, German, and Italian are the authorized lan- 
guages, and papers in Latin may be submitted. The Honorary 
Presidents are Dr. Ernest Brenner, President of the Swiss Con- 
federation; Dr. Henri Fazy, President of the Council of State of 
the Republic and the Canton of Geneva; Leopold II., King of the 
Belgians, and Charles I., King of Roumania. 

Dr. Arthur de Claparede, President of the Geographical Society 
of Geneva, is the President of the Congress. 

The Honorary Vice-Presidents are: 

A. The surviving Presidents of previous Congresses: 

The Duke di Sermoneta, Prince of Teano (Congress of Venice, 

1881). 
Dr. Albert Gobat, Councillor of State (Congress of- Berne, 

1891). 
Sir Clements R. Markham (Congress of London, 1895). 
Commander Robert E. Peary, U. S. N. (American Congress, 

1904). 

B. Presidents of the Geographical Societies of Amsterdam, Berlin 

(2 Societies), Brussels, Budapest, Cairo, Christiania, Copen- 
hagen, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London, Madrid, Mexico, New 
York, Paris (2 Societies), Rome, Saint Petersburg, Stockholm, 
Sydney, Tokio, Vienna, and Washington. 

C. Explorers and savants: 

The Duke of the Abruzzi, the Prince of Monaco, Roald 
Amundsen, Prince Roland Bonaparte, Captain Umberto Cagni, 
Prof. Henri Cordier, Prof. William Morris Davis, Prof. Dr. 
Erich von Drygalski, Captain A. de Gerlache de Gomery, 
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Dr. E. T. Hamy, Sven Hedin, Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker, 
Dr. J. Scott Keltie, Prof. Albert de Lapparent, Prof. Dr. H. 
Oscar Lenz, Prof. Emile Levasseur, Sir John Murray, H. E. 
Fridtjof Nansen, Mrs. Zelia Nuttall, Prof. Dr. Alb. Penck, 
Count J. F. von Pfeil und Klein-Ellguth, General J. de 
Schokalsky, Prof. Dr. G. Schweinfurth, Captain Robert F. 
Scott, R. N., H. E. P. de Semenof, Dr. Eduard Suess, Dr. 
Arminius Vambery, and Dr. Hermann Wagner. 

The Honorary Committee is constituted as follows: 

A. The Presidents of the Geographical Societies of Antwerp, 

Buenos-Aires, Frankfurt-on-the-Main, Greifswald, Hamburg, 
Helsingfors, Jena, La Paz, Leipzig, Lille, Lima, Lyons, Man- 
chester, Marseilles, Melbourne, Munich, Nancy, Philadelphia, 
Prague, Rio de Janeiro, and Stuttgart. 

B. The following savants and explorers; 

Prof. D. Anoutchine, Henryk Arctowski, Louis Gustave 
Binger, Prof. P. Vidal de La Blache, Dr. F. Bonola Bey, C. E. 
Borchgrevink, Prof. Dr. Eduard Bruckner, Dr. J. Charcot, 
Rear-Admiral C. M. Chester, U. S. N. (retired), Prof. Dr. 
C. Chun, Prof. Dr. Guido Cora, Prof. Dr. G. Dalla Vedova, 
Dr. D. T. Day, Lieut. -Col. C. Delme Radcliffe, Jean Du Fief, 
Prof. Dr. A. Engler, Dr. Bela Ercdi, Prof. Ch. Flahault, 
Henry Gannett, Prof. Dr. G. Gerland, Major Alfred St. Hill 
Gibbons, George K. Gilbert, Prof. Dr. E. A. Goeldi, Count 
G. A. von Goetzen, Baron Hulot, Captain G. Kollm, Col. P. K. 
de Kozlof, Dr. G. J. Lahovary, Prof. William Libbey, H. J. 
Mackinder, Prof. O. Marinelli, Dr. H. R. Mill, Prof. Dr. O. 
Nordenskjold, Prof. Dr. E. Oberhummer, Chev. J. de Payer, 
H. E. S. Pichon, Minister of Foreign Affairs (Paris), G. Pota- 
nine, Gen. Julian Suarez Inclan, Prof. Dr. A. Supan, Captain 
Ernest de Vasconcellos, Prof. Dr. E. Warming, Col. Sir 
C. M. Watson, Prof. Dr. A. Woeikof. 

The papers, memoirs, and communications already listed in 
February number 188; 130 in French, 32 in German, 19 in English, 
7 in Italian. 

The subjects to be brought before the Congress are classed in 
fourteen Sections, as follows: 

Section I. — Mathematical Geography and Cartography. President, Lieut. -Col. L. Held, 
Berne. Twenty-four reports and papers, including a report by Prof. Penck on the progress of the map 
o f the earth, on the scale, i:i,oco,ooo ; a paper by Gen. J. de Schokalsky of St. Petersburg, on the 



216 The Ninth International Geographical Congress. 

necessity for organizing an international cartographic association, and a paper by Charles Lallemand, 
director of the levelling work in France, on the progress of these observations. 

Section II,— Physical Geography in General. President, Prof. A. Penck of Berlin. Four- 
teen papers, including one by Prof. Davis, on " Practical Exercises in Physical Geography." 

Section III.— Vulcanology and Seismology. President, not named. Eleven papers. Prof. 
Forel will discuss the organization of the work of the International Seismological Association, and Dr. 
Karl Sapper, the geographical importance of volcanoes. 

Section IV. — Glaciers. President, not named. Nine papers, one by Prof. Penck, on the climate 
of the Alps in the glacial periods, and one by Mr. Joseph Vallot, Director of the Meteorological 
Observatory of Mont Blanc, on variations in the Mer de Glace, near Chamonix, during 100 years. 

Section V. — Hydrography (Potamography and Limnology). Prof. Forel, President. Thir- 
teen papers. 

Section VI. — Oceanography. President, Sir John Murray. Thirteen papers, including those 
by Dr. William S. Bruce on the Oceanographical Results of the Scottish National Antarctic Expedi- 
tion, and by Prof. J. Thoulet on the Bathymetrical Map of the Oceans. 

Section VII.— Meteorology and Climatology— Terrestrial Magnetism. President, not 
named. Fifteen papers. 

Section VIII.— Biological Geography (Botanical Geography and Zoogeography). 
President, Dr. Casimir de Candolle. Seven papers. 

Section IX. — Anthropology and Ethnography. President, Dr. E. T. Hamy. Thirteen 
papers. 

Section X.— Economical and Social Geography. President, not named. Twenty-four 
papers, including those of Professor Paul Vidal de la Blache on the Geographical Interpretation of 
Scenery; Prof. Albert Perry Brigham on The Distribution of Population in the United States, and 
of Alfred Bertrand of Geneva, in which he illustrates the opening of Central Africa by comparing the 
country of the Barotse (upper Zambezi) as it is to-day with its condition twelve years ago. 

Section XI. — Exploration. President, not named. Thirteen papers. Most of the papers 
will relate to polar exploration. Among those who will participate are Amundsen, Arctowski, Bridg- 
man, Charcot, Drygalski, Nordenskiold, and Scott. 

Section XII.— Geographical Instruction, President, Prof. W. M. Davis. Thirteen papers. 
Among the speakers will be Miss Zonia Baber, Profs. A. J. Herbertson, Dalla Vedova, Marcuse, and 
E. de Martonne. 

Section XIII.— Historical Geography. President, Prof. Henri Cordier. Eleven papers. 

Section XIV. — Rules and Nomenclature. President, not named. Seven papers. 

The Congress will be preceded and followed by scientific excur- 
sions for the study of geographical phenomena in the most charac- 
teristic parts of Switzerland and the French Departments of Ain, 
Haute-Savoie and Savoie. The programme of these excursions, 
entitled "Livretdes Excursions scientifiques," may be obtained 
for 1.50 fr., by addressing Prof. Emile Chaix, 23 Avenue du Mail, 
Geneva. 

Care must be taken, in applying for an excursion, to give the 
number of the applicant's card as a Member of the Congress; none 
but members being expected to take part in the excursions. 

Fetes and Receptions. — A special programme will be issued 
at the opening of the Congress, to complete the following arrange- 
ments: 

An informal reunion will be held on the 26th of July, at 9 
o'clock p. m., in the rooms and gardens of the Palais Eynard— a 
welcome in the name of the Municipality of Geneva; 

The Government of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, to- 
gether with the Municipality, will offer a reception to. the Congress 



The Ninth International Geographical Congress. 217 

at the Ariana in the park Revilliod, and the grand hall of the 
Museum; 

The Business Association of Geneva will offer a night festival 
to the Congress, with Venetian illumination and a blaze of fire on 
the water front; 

The Committee on Organization has provided a day's excursion 
for a complete tour of the Lake of Geneva; 

The Government and the Municipality of Geneva will give an 
official dinner to the Delegates and their families. Other recep- 
tions are proposed, to the Delegates, to the Congress, and to 
individual Sections, by the President of the Congress and Mme. 
Arthur de Claparede, by M. Alfred Bertrand, Vice-President, and 
Mme. Bertrand; by M. Lucien Gautier, former President of the 
Geneva Geographical Society of Geneva, and Mme. Gautier; and 
by others. 

A banquet will be given by the Geographical Society to cele- 
brate its Fiftieth Anniversary, and 

A Special Committee will organize a gala representation in the 
open air, in honour of the Congress. 

Eleven Governments, twelve universities and institutions, and 
sixty-nine societies will be represented, and the number of dele- 
gates enrolled on the 15th of February was 203. 

The American Geographical Society will be represented by 
Messrs. Archer M. Huntington, William Libbey, Fordham Morris, 
Albert Perry Brigham and E. L. Stevenson. 



LAKE GEORGE, AUSTRALIA. 

Lake George, the largest lake in New South Wales, occupies an 
area of subsidence in the Blue Mountains about 135 miles to the 
southwest of Sydney. It is bounded on the west by a fault plane of 
about 400 feet drop. It is not always a lake, for at intervals it 
shrinks for years and finally becomes entirely dry. One of the 
accompanying pictures shows Lake George nearly full of water ; the 
other shows a part of its bed when completely dry, as at the present 
time. Lake George was a lake in the years 1816-1830, 1852, 1864, 
and 1874-1900. Since 1900 it has been shrinking, and it was practi- 
cally dry in 1905. The second picture shows sheep scattered over 
the lake floor, feeding on the grasses and the salt bush which flourish 
there and are much relished by these animals. 

At the present time, the lake is portioned into grazing leases, and 



